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It will be noted that these values are still within the
limits for rapeseed oil. Hence the value of the special
Halphen test for the presence of cottonseed oil. Ten
per cent cottonseed would also dimmish the viscosity
of the mixture enough to be noticeable, unless the
viscosity of the original rapeseed oil had been specially
high.
Suppose now that it had been attempted to mix 10
per cent of a fish oil having an iodine number of 170,
with 90 per cent rape oil. The iodine number of the
mixture would be 108, which is above the high limit
for rapeseed oil, and would at once throw suspicion upon
it. The specific gravity and saponification numbers
would still, however, be within the limits for rapeseed.
In this case the presence of chlolesterol in the unsaponi-
fiable, the yield of bromides and viscosity, would give
confirmatory evidence of the adulteration.
As contrasted with the above method of examination
may be cited the case of castor oil, whose characteristic
solubility in alcohol and petroleum ether is a quick
and easy method of establishing its purity. China
wood oil is also tested By a special heat test (see page
38), which affords a quick method of determining
admixture of other oils.
Such cases as these, however, are the exception in
the examination of oils, and most opinions as to the
purity of the oil in question must be based on examina-
tions similar to the first example. It is seen, therefore,
that such an opinion can rarely be based on the results
of any single determination. Practically always con-
firmatory evidence must be obtained by the determina-
tion of several characteristics and by various special tests,